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HIGHER EDUCATION 


Audit: Panel 
struggles with 
contract rules 


Purchasing program lacks 
compliance, transparency, training 


Andrew Theen The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Three years into its existence, Oregon’s Higher Educa- 
tion Coordinating Commission is still struggling to guar- 
antee it is following state rules on the way it buys goods and 
services. 

That’s according to an audit released by the Secretary of 
State’s office Wednesday. Auditors examined the agency’s 
procurement practices this spring and found the purchas- 
ing program lacked a “robust and transparent process,” had 
no coherent strategy for ensuring compliance with state 
rules and laws, and offered scarce staff training options. 

While the contracts are largely pass-through agreements 
with local governments, community colleges and school 
districts, auditors said the issues potentially expose the 
agency to “legal, security and public perception risks.” The 
contracts total more than $100 million. 

“Transparent, fair and equitable, and consistent pro- 
curement practices encourage the public’s goodwill and 
trust that agencies will wisely spend the public’s money,” 
auditors wrote. 

From November 2016 through March 2017, the agency 
finalized more than $117 million worth of contracts. 
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SPORTS 
Timbers trade 
Nagbe to Atlanta 


Portland sends off longtime midfielder 
Darlington Nagbe and defender Gbenga 
Arokoyo for up to $1.65 million in allocation 
money and a 2018 international spot. B1 


NATION 


GOP leaders reach 
deal on tax plan 


The tentative accord, which lowers the 
corporate rate and drops the top individual 
rate for the richest Americans, is a 
significant step forward. A5 
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Sandy Hook’ S Eey 


Connecticut State Police lead a line of children away from the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, on 
Dec. 14, 2012, after a shooting at the school. Shannon Hicks, Newtown Bee 


Five years later, more security, training at schools 


Five years ago, on Dec. 14, 2012, a mentally unstable man 
using an assault-style rifle killed 20 children and six teach- 
ers at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Con- 
necticut. The massacre led to calls for gun control, but little 
has changed in the nation’s federal gun laws. But the New- 
town shooting forever altered the way American schools 
approach safety and assess risk. 


The numbers: Beginning with Columbine 18 years ago, 
more than 135,000 students attending at least 164 primary 
or secondary schools have experienced a shooting on cam- 
pus as of April 2017, according to a Washington Post analysis 
ofonline archives, state enrollment figures and news stories. 


2017: There have been at least three shootings at K-12 
schools this year. In September, a 15-year-old student in 


Rockford, Washington, killed one student and injured three 
others; that same month, a 14-year-old student shot and 
wounded a classmate in Mattoon, Illinois. And two students 
were killed last week in a high school shooting in Aztec, New 
Mexico; the 21-year-old gunman also died. 


Schools respond: Districts have increasingly hired retired 
officers, firefighters and other responsible adults to moni- 
tor threats. Active-shooter training is now as commonplace 
as fire drills. Buzzers and locks have fortified school doors 
that were once left wide open. And some districts allow staff 
members to carry weapons at school for what they believe is 
an added layer of security. Read more about what school dis- 
tricts have done to increase security on Page A7. 
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Why Oregonians should care about FCC vote 


Staff and wire reports 


On Thursday, the Federal Communications 
Commission plans to vote on gutting rules 
that were intended to stop broadband com- 
panies such as Comcast, AT&T and Verizon 
from having too much control over what peo- 
ple watch and see on the internet. The cur- 
rent rules require internet service providers 
to provide the same network speed and access 
to every website. 
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Here are five reasons Oregonians should 
care about the issue, known as net neutrality. 


Net neutrality basics 

Many people see the repeal as a threat 
to internet freedom, and that affects not 
just Oregonians but anyone who accesses 
websites, uses social networks or watches 
Netflix, YouTube or other streaming video. 

Opponents say the changes could allow 
the companies to favor certain websites or 
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charge companies and consumers more to 
ensure faster access to their sites. The cur- 
rent rules bar cable and phone companies 
from favoring certain websites and apps, 
including their own services. Here’s the 
nightmare scenario: If the internet is an 
information highway, Big Cable Company A 
could set up expensive toll roads. 

Advocates for the changes say that’s not 
going to happen. 
SEE NEUTRALITY, A4 
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Net neutrality supporters rally on Dec. 7in 
New York. Mary Altaffer, Associated Press 
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